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INTRODUCTION 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We 

are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of 

servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. 

Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ 

invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the 

mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.  
 

PRELUDES 
  

On Tannenberg: "More About Jesus Would I Know"     
 John R. Sweeney, Arr. by Richard Unfried  

 

On Piano: "You Are My All In All"       
 Words and Music by Dennis L. Jernigan, Arr. by Carol Tornquist 

 

On Allen Organ: "Children of the Heavenly Father”     
  Tune: Sandell, Tune: Trad. Swedish Melody 

  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
GREETING 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.                           

C:  And also with you. 
 
 
 

HYMN "Lord I Lift Your Name on High" – ELW #857 (please use Hymnal) 

    – Christopher Kirk, Drums 

 
 

 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

P: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and 

water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

P: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 

reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ,  

our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 



     “Glory be to God”   

 
 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon 

them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands 

that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
   

R: Word of God. Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 98 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity. 
 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the 

world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of 

God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it 

that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 

with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 

truth. 

 

 
Please stand 

 



ACCLAMATION     “Alleluia” 

 

 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. 

Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 

to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose 

you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may 

love one another.” 
   

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated 

 
 

THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE     
 
 

SERMON    



HYMN           “Jesus Loves Me!” – ELW #595, All Verses  

 

 

 

 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

A: Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 

Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our 

ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 

every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for 

all your creatures. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, 

that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international 

partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 

anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for 

one another. We pray especially for Barbara Winter, Dave Grubb, Brian Mickiewicz, Kurt 

Angstadt, David Tyson, Eric Harter, Greg Wicker, Don Walt, Joan Emswiler, Valerie 

Bazzley, Cristin Lorman, Jeanette Kaufmann, Aubree Pascale, Ellen Gray, Holly Bauman, 

Mary Lesh, Brookelyn Rogers & Bob Bell. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, 

that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, 

council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have recently 

gone before us such as Ruth Amster Mathias. At the last, bring us all together around your 

heavenly banquet table. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

 
 



THE PASSING OF THE PEACE    

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                     

C: And also with you. 
 

 
Let us share the peace with one another, then be seated 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

"His Banner Over Me is Love"      

 Traditional 

 Zion Sunday School Choir 

 

Please be seated 

       

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C: Amen. 

 
Please stand 

 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All baptized persons are 

welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will place their hands on untutored young 
people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response when receiving the bread and wine could be: 

 “Amen” or “I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten Free wafers are available) 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P:  The Lord be with you.      

C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts.       

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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P: Holy God, we praise you. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad. Praise to you 

for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of 

the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for 

leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for 

the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and 

resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
                   

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's Passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:  Empower our celebration with your Holy Spirit, feed us with your life, fire us with your 

love, confront us with your justice, and make us one in the body of Christ.   

C: Amen. 
 
 



P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Come and eat at God’s table. 

C: Amen. 
  
 

“Lamb of God” 

 
 

 

SHARING IN COMMUNION  
P: This is the Body of Christ given for you               

C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will eat the wafer) 
 

P: This is the Blood of Christ given for you              

C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will drink the wine) 
 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

#1 – "All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly" ELW #461- All Verses  
 Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony  

 

#2 – "Here is Bread" – ELW #483 - All verses     
 Text and Music: Graham Kendrick 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.    

C: Amen. 
  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 
P: The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN   "Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God Almighty" – ELW #413, All Verses 

 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE  

"There is Sunshine in My Soul Today”       
  John R. Sweeney, Arr. by Richard Unfried 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bible Readings for the Week 

Monday                  Deuteronomy 7:1-11  Keeping God’s commandments 

Tuesday                 Deuteronomy 11:1-17 The rewards of obedience  

Wednesday        Mark 16:19-20  Mark’s account of the ascension 

Ascension Thursday                      

   Acts 1:1-11   Jesus sends the apostles 

   Psalm 47   God has gone up with a shout 

   Ephesians 1:15-23  Seeing the risen and ascended Christ 

   Luke 24:44-53  Christ present in all times and places 

Friday                      Revelation 1:9-18   A vision of the risen Christ 

Saturday                Psalm 132    The crowning of the son of David 
 

LICENSES: 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

From Sundays and Season, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy by: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, J Bert Carlson 1937-2017 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Music, GIA Publications  

 

LICENSES FOR MUSIC:  
Use of Hymns/Acclamations/Music via Public Domain, except where allowed by the following licenses: 

- ONE LICENSE #400720-M    

- CCLI License #20777864 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Pa. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Confidential email: pastor@zionofspringcity.org 
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